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Writ by Mijn Heer Fagel, Prxsioxzx to the Great and Mighty 


Lords, the States of Holland and Weſtfrieſland. 
Writ in French on the Ninth of April, N. Stile. 1688. 


To the Marquis of Albeville, Envoy Extraordinary of His Ma- 


jeſty of Great Brittain, to the High and Mighty the 
States General of the United Provinces, 


To which is prefixt an Account in Dutch of the Letter writ by 


Mijn Heer Fagel on the fourth of November in the year 1687. 


to Mr. Stewart, written by the ſaid Penſioner, and publiſhed 


by his Order. 


Printed at the Hague by James Scheltus, Printer to the States of Holland and Weſtfrie 
Tranſlated out of the French and Dutch into Engliſh. | 


READER, 
Gaſper Fagel, having the honour to ſerve the 
Great and Mighty States of Holland and weſt» 
frieſland in the Quality of their Perſconer, 
cannot any longer delay the giving the 
Publick this account, that in the Month of 7 
ly laſt 1687, I was very earneſily deſired by 
Mr. James Stewart Advocate, to write to him 
what were the Prince and Princeſs of Orange's 


Thoughts concerning the Repealing of the 


TEST and the Penal Laws: but I was not 


eaſily brought ro pur Pen to Paper on this 


ſubje&, becauſe 1 knew that their Higbneſſes 
thoughts, did not agree with his Majeſtits: fo 
that the Writing in ſuch maiters was extream 
tender: thereſore I delayed it till I was more 
earneſtly preſſed to it; and it was intimated to 
me, that thoſe preſſing deſires were made b 

His Majeſtzes Knowledge and Allowance : at ul 
I did according to the mind of their Highneſſes, 
draw the Letter which I writ to Mr. Stewart 
on the fourth of November : I tranſmitted the 


draught of my Letter to their Highneſſes, a 

ceived upon it their order to ſend it, after 
their Higbreſſes had read and examined t 
draughr in Dutch, together with the Tranſlati- 
on of jr into Exgliſh: upon ail this I ſent my Let- 
ter to Mr. Stewart in the beginnipg of November, 
and received an Anſwer from him, by which 
he Ggnified, that he had ſhewed my Letter, both 
to the Earl of Melfort and to the Earl of Sunder- 
land, and that it was alſo ſhewed to the King hin- 
ſelf ; nor did he in the leaſt intimate to me that 
it was deſired that I ſnhould make any great ſecret 
of ir, or take care that it ſhould nor become 
publick : That Letter, was afterwards about the 
middle of Fazxary, printed in England; and up- 
on its coming over into this Countrey, it has occ: . 
ſioned a great deal of noiſe; yet I have not hi- 
therto concerned my ſelf in all thoſe diſcourſes, 
or in all that has been Wrir and Printed upon 
ir. But have let all people reaſon or write con- 


cerning It as they pleaſed; Bur I have lately 
A (cen 


(2) 


ſeen an Engliſh Book, entitled, Parliamentum Pa- 
cificum, printed at London, in this preſent year, 
by vertue of a Licence ſigned by the Earl of Sure 
derland : in which that Letter writ by me, is not 
only called a Pretended Piere, but it is ſaid, that 
that which T had ſer forth in my Letter concern- 
ing the Prince and Princeſſes thoughts, relating to 
the Repeal of the Teſt and the Penal Laws was 
ady anced by me without the knowledge of their 
Hig bneſſes, at leaſt of Her Royal Highneſs : and 
by this the Reader may be perhaps wrought on- 
to believe either that my Letter was a Pretended 
Piece, and Forgery, or that | writ it without Or- 
der from theic Highneſſes 3 ſince it may indeed 
ſcem ſcarce probable, that the Author could have 
obtained a Licence for the Prinring of a Paper 
that contains ſuch falſhoods in it, which the Court 
and in particular the Earl of Su derland could 
not but know to be ſuch: for they know weli 
both that the Letter was writ by me. and that I 
was ordered to write it by their Highneſſes » theer- 
fore I conld not delay any longer to undeceive 
the world. Thus I am obliged to publiſh this 
account of the matter, FT have ſtill in my poſ- 
ſeſſion, thofe Letters by which I was earneſtly 
preſſed to write the forementioned Letter, in 
which it is expreſly ſaid, that they were writ by 
His Ma jeſt ies Knowledge and Allowance: I have al- 
ſo that Letter in which no ice is given that my 
Luis er had come to hand, and that it was ſhewed 
not only to the Earls of Melfort and Sunderland, 
but to His Najefty himſelf, fo that they know 
well that jt h no Pretended Piece. I have alſo by 
me the Letter, by which His Highneſs deſired me 
to ſend my Letter to Mr. Stewart, together with 
the Exglifo Tranſlation of it: all which I will 


Print, if I find it neceſſary. So that it is a groſs 
abuſe put on the world, to ſay that my Letter is 
a Forgery, ſince as it was truly writ by me, ſo it 
has been avowed by me ever ſince ſe firſt ap- 
peared : And it is a baſe Calumny and Slander, 
to ſay, that I writ that account of their Highneſſes 
though:s concerning the Repeal of the Teſt and 
the Penal Laws without their knowledge; which 
appears ſo much the more evident. ſince jt can- 
not be ſmagined, that their Highn!ſets would nor 
have expreſſed their juſt reſentments, at ſo 
high and extravagant a preſumption as ] ſhould 
have committed, if I had written any account 
of their thoughts, without their knowledge: All 
this has obliged me for my own Vindication to 
wrice the following Letter, to the Marquis of 
A.beville, His Majeſties Envoy to the States: be: 
cauſe I have had much diſcourſe with him con- 
cerning the writing of that Letter, long before 
this Book called Parliamntum Pacificum was pub- 
liſhed : but I will not engage my ſelf any further 
to examin the reaſons of the Author of that 
Pamphlet: for I know well, that in choſe mat- 
ters the world is divided into very different ſen- 
timents, and that men are apr to approve or 
cenſure ſoch things, according ro their precon- 


ceived Opinions: Of all this I thought it neceſ- | 


ſary to advertiſe my Reader, and to Order this 
account of my Letter to be Printed by a known 
Printer from a Copy ſigned by my hand: 


At the Hague the Tenth of April, 1688. 


GASPER FAGEL. 


A Copy 


(3) 
A Copy of the LETT E A Writ by Mijn Heer Fagel. 


to the Marquis of Albeville, bearing date the 
Ninth of April, 1688. 


| SIR, | 
Here has appeared here an Engliſh Book 

Printed at London this year, Entitled 

. Parliamentum Pacificum, with an In- 
pri matur before it ſigned by the Earl 

of Sunderland: of which I cannot but complain 
to you how averſe ſoever | am from all things of 
that kind. It is affirmed in that Book, that the 
Letter which I writ to Mr. Stewart the Fourth 
of November laſt year, concerning the Tet and 
the Penal Laws is 4 Pretended Piece, or at leaſt 
that 1 writ it without Order; and without the 
conſent of their Highneſſes, and more particular- 
ly of her Royal Highneſs the PrIiNcEss of 
ORANGE: I will not engage my (elf to examin 
and refure the particulars that are in that Book, 
for that were as unſuteable to the Character 1 
bear, as it is to my own Tnclinations : which do 
both concur in making it unfit for me to enter 
upon a publick diſpute in things of this nature: 
But you cannot think it ſtrange, if 1 defire yon 
to call to mind, that it was not of my own head 
that I was engaged to write that Letter which is 
now called in queſtion: ir was far from that: I 
was preſſed by earneſt and often repeated In- 
ſtances for the ſpace of four Months, that were 
made to me in His Majeſties name, to write upon 
that ſubjeR ; which ar laſt prevailed with me; 
yet I went about it with all the caution that a 
matter of ſuch Importance required; and I 
rook care not to write one fingle period in that 
whole Letter, that I apprehended might glve His 
Majeſty the leaſt offence : yet after all I ſee this 
Letter is treated as an Impoſture, in a Book publiſh- 
ed by Authority: tk6 both His Majeſty and the 
whole Court know the truth of this matter, 
which Sir, I have in particular awned to your 
ſelf, as being the Kings Miniſter her: : as I have 
alſo owned it to all that have ſpoke to me upon 
the Subject. But that which troubles me more 
is, that I am accuſed for having made uſe of 
their Highn/ſ*s name, and in particular of her 
Royal Highneſſes without their Order, as if 1 were 
capable of ſo Infamous a Forgery, and of an 


that Letter, and that theref re 


Im poſture ſo unworthy of any Man of honour, 
and that chiefly in a matter of ſo great Conſe- 
quence, Sir, You muſt not think ir ſtrange, if 
in this IT appeal to your ſelf, to that which you 
know, and which you have often owned to me 
your ſelf: that their Highneſſes, and particularly 
Her Royal Highneſs, have often expreſſed to you 
their thoughts concerning the 7 and the Penal 
Laws, m to chat which I writ in their 
names: which you owned to me, that you had 
writ to the Court of England, long before I writ 
you could not 
Imagin upon what reaſon the court could preſs 
me io much as they did to write to Mr. Stewart. 
I do affure you, I find my ſelf very little con- 
cerned in hat is ſaid im chis late Book, or in 
any other of that kind: I foreſaw well cacugh 
from the begining that I ſhould be attackt upon 
the account of my Letter: in which it was In- 
different to me wiat any man thouzhr of ir. 
But this Book being publi by the Authority 
of a Licence granted by the Earl of Sunderland 
Preſdent of His Majeſties Privy council and Secre- 
tary of State, I find my honour is ſo touched in 
it. that I am obliged to undeceive the world, of 
the falſe accuſation with which I am charged in 
it. And I thought Sir, that I could not do this 
better, than by Writing to you, that are His Ma- 
jeſties Miniſter, and who know perfectly the 
truth of the matter, that is now called in que- 
ſtion: and therefore I deſire you will write con- 
cerning it, to the Earl of Sunderland: I believe 
he has not ſeen or at jeaſt that he has not conſi- 
dered the paſſages of that Book that do concern 
me. For 1am ſure if he had done that, he 
would never have Licenſed it: for my Lord Sun-- 
derland knows, as well as any man alive does, 
that my Letter to Mr, Stewart is no Pretended 
Piece: he himſelf ſaw the Letter, or at leaſt the 
Engliſh Tranſlation of it that I ſent along with 
it: And he could not but know likewiſe, both 
by your Letters, and by what you told by word 
month, that their Yighneſſes, and in particular 
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Her Royal Highreſs, have often owned to you, which I take the liberty now to write to ; 
 - their ſenſe ol the Teft-and the Penal Laws, con- in which my. deſign © ome to enter into 2 2 
ſorm to that which 1 wric in their name to diſpuce concerning the matter it ſelf, much leſs. © 
Mr. Stewart. $0 I do perſwade my ſelf, char to offend any perſon - whatſoever, bur only to 
My Lord Sunderland will have the Jaftice and cover my Honour which is ſtruck at by this at- 
Goodneſs to recall this Licence, which has been trocious Calumy. 4 
obtained of him by a ſurpriſe: and that the | | 
Author of ſo manifeſt and ſo Injurious a Calum- T am Sir yow moſt humble 


ny, ſhall” be puniſhed as he deſerverh, I will | 
not likewiſe conceal from you, the deſign I and moſt obedient Servant, 


have of publiſhing an account of all that has 3 
paſſed in this matter, as well as of this Letter, GASPER FAGEL, |} 


— 


To all which this Atteſtation of the Printer is added. 


I the under ſubſcribing James Scheltus Printer in Ordinary to The Great an! 
Mighty Lords the States of Holland and Weſtfrieſland, dwelling in the Hague, do * 
Declare and Atteſt by theſe preſents, that the Writing here publiſhed, together with 
the Copy of the Letter Writ in French fo tbe Marque ville Envoy Exrracr- 
dinary of His Majeſty of Great Brittain to the States, were delivered into my band: 
in order to their being Primed by ; Heer Gaſper Fa el, Penſioner to the 13. | 4 
Lords end States of Holland and Weſtfriefland, and chat 7 bave Printed theny by | 


Hu expreſs Order, ; % 
8 At the Hague the Temth of April, 16688. 


I SCHELTUS/ 


